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October 2025 Happy Birthday Everyone Who Has Had a Birthday Since Last
Year!

AND THE AHS 50™ ALUMNI ASSOCIATION. IT IS
SURPRISING HOW MANY SANDIES DO NOT KNOW WE

LET ALL YOUR FRIENDS KNOW ABOUT THE SANDIE SPIRIT

EXIST. IT ONLY COSTS $10- PER YEAR TO BE A MEMBER!
WE DO NOT HAVE ANY FUNDRAISERS/OR ASK FOR MONEY

Do not forget the General Meeting, Thursday, October 16, 2025 at 2:30 pm
Amarillo SW Public Library
6801 SW 45™ Ave
Amarillo, TX 79109

We need you there to help run our Organization!!
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KURT’S COMMENTS......

Howdy Sandies,

Well, a new school year has started since our last newsletter, and with that the excitement
of students reuniting with friends, pep rallies, and football games. Our Sandie football
team started the season with three convincing wins over Odessa High, San Angelo
Central, and Midland High, while achieving a number ten ranking in state. Our team

is packed with talent on both sides of the ball. Unfortunately, we suffered our first loss of
the season on homecoming to cross town rival Palo Duro. Hopefully we will regroup and
get back on a winning track. If you get a chance, go out a watch our team play. They are
fun to watch!

Meanwhile our girls’ volleyball team has started playing and is at the time of the article
undefeated on the season!

Our association had our annual birthday party/mini reunion on August 16™ at the home
of Jack and Debra Sisemore. What a wonderful evening we had with 150 people in
attendance. This was one of the largest gatherings for our annual birthday party ever.
And, I can safely say that everyone that attended had a wonderful time. Thank you so
much, to Jack and Debra for graciously hosting our event at their beautiful home. I would
also like to thank Daphne Adkins and her committee members for their hard work and
planning of this successful event.

In closing, I would like to invite all of you Sandies to our next general membership
meeting at the Southwest Library meeting room on Thursday, October 16™, at 2:30 pm.
Please try to attend this meeting where we will gather to discuss the business of our
association and engage in fellowship and friendship.

Until then, Blow Sand Blow, and let’s keep Sandie spirit alive!!!
Your president,
Kurt Gehring ‘70

We do not print email addresses, phone numbers or addresses in the Sandie Spirit to
protect the privacy of all members.

If you need any personal information on any member, please contact us at the mailing
address or email address shown on this publication and we will give you any
information we have if it is proper to do so.
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2025 BIRTHDAY PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS

Thanks to Jack & Debra Sisemore for hosting and sponsoring the annual Birthday Party.
We had record attendance, signed up a lot of new Sandie Members and we all had a great
time thanks to our sponsors, who furnished great food and drinks at no cost to attendees.

This is meant to be just a party for all members to celebrate everyone who had a birthday
since our last party. Below are a few pictures from the party.

Kurt Gehring ’°70 &  Rodney
Gipson ‘66

Group Picture

Becky Zenor 73,

Kirk Cunninghan °71, Kurt Gehring
>70, Daphne AdKkins ‘73
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Kirk Cunningham 71, Wayne
Jack & Candy Showers ‘68 MecEntire ‘66

Food Table
Avery Rush ’68 & wife, Dana
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REMEMBER POPULAR DRIVE-INS BACK IN THE DAY?

Smitty’s DriveIn | | A&W Root Beer

“Meet Me at Smutty's"

Fish and Chips Homburgers
Fountain Drinks

Root Beer
Curb Service

4009 West 6th — Phone DR 4.7902

“Hi-Way 66" Different!
W. T. SMITH 3700 West 6th—Phone DR 3-3417

Remember the Roller-skating c;r-Hops??
PHARISS DAIRY QUEEN

1501 Washington

L /€ £ CREAM s : ‘
CURB SERVICE N [ RS
11:00 - 12:00 3 D -‘""': 4

FRIDAY and SATURDAY
11:00 - 12:30

| JMOST COMPLETE FOUNTAIN MENU IN TOWN

DIG HID |
SANDWICH |
" They made their way
by the way they're made!"

The Pig Hip Drive In
Sth and Pierce Downtown ‘,
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Stanley’s

AFTER-THE-GAME
TRlPlE_ TREAT

2308 Western
2509 Amarilly
“l\ (l
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FINE DINING OF YESTERYEAR..... S m] "
|

RESTAURANTS

“AMARILLO NEWEST SUPPER CLUB"

SERVING THE FINEST STEAKS
& SEA FOODS

7505 AMARILLO BLVD. E.
VY 60 & 65 EAST)

AMARILLO'S MOST
TALKED ABOUT
RESTAURANT ...

Remaeks from dhscriminariog cinees:
Soatt Beady "Bost spot on 66"
Branda Lee "Excallent”

DINING & DANCING

A DT

R e P ENTERTAINMENT
2 and
Wanda Jackson “Excetient” YOUR FAVORITE
Lif Ericison “Fine faod and frndly people™ BEVERAGES & SETUPS
; Ample Well Lighted
| Parking Area
i HOUSE AMERICAN & DINGR, CARDS ACCEPTED

l steaks| i/ DR 2-0681

322 W 16 At Van Buren

Triangle Dream Diner

Under New Management
Mexican Foods — Tender Steaks

Fried Chicken — Hot Biscuits

24 Hour Service
THIS AD ENTITLES YOU TO FREE SANDWICH AND COFFEE

HIGHWAY 66 EAST DR 2-
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CLASSMATES CHATTER..........

BARBARA NEWHOUSE CRAWFORD.’75, BUDA, TEXAS

Since graduation, My husband and I raised a family of two children (during this time I
attended college in various areas of the country). We moved a lot because of my husbands
work. I decided since I could not live in one state, I started my own business, so that it
could move when he was transferred. I created a sewing business, both as a teacher in
sewing and fabric stores and a designer. My company had its own pattern line and also
freelanced as a designer for McCall’s Pattern company. For 32 years, I taught all over the
United States, Canada, and Europe.

Then came 2020, with the doom and gloom of covid it was impossible to teach and vend at
expos, so I used my fabrics and a lot of fabrics that were donated from across the country.
We manufactured triple layer masks by specification of the CDC for hospitals, nursing
homes, and my friends across the country. We did this for several months.

Time to go back to work, but not sewing, that was done for me. Using the inspiration and
everything I learned about Italian baking from my mother, my granddaughter and I
opened a bakery business. We were first on line with ordering and then at different
venues all over Texas. It was named Bella Mamma’s Bakery in memory of my Mother.
This is what I am doing still today, and was fortunate enough to be hired to bake for the
1975 AHS class reunion.

TOBY DRUIN, ’53, WAXAHACHIE, TEXAS

ALUMNI INPUT NEEDED IN HALL OF FAME CHOICES

The mention in the August Sandie Spirit of the lack of knowledge of the AHS 50th Alumni
Association could also be said in triplicate for the AHS Sandie Hall of Fame and how AHS
graduates are chosen for this prestigious honor. I wonder how many alumni reading this

know how Hall of Fame nominees are selected or who the 2025 Hall of Fame honorees are.

I have no problem with those who have been named to the Hall of Fame. I have known
many of them over the years. But I would like to see the selection process made more
transparent and an effort made to garner nominees to the hall from the national and
international scenes where AHS graduates have made great contributions. The Hall of
Fame and how former Sandies are nominated for it should be publicized.

The Hall of Fame should not be a popularity contest. I nominated a person for this year's
Hall of Fame consideration. At one point I was called by a member of the committee and
told he would likely be chosen, but could I get more letters supporting my nominee. My

8§|Page




nominee was not chosen. Sandie Hall of Fame membership should be based on merit
alone, not on how many letters of support the nominee receives.

I think the AHS 50th Alumni Association should be a part of the Hall of Fame selection
process and possibly be in charge of it. I don't understand why it is not a part of the
process. Maybe it has been a part of it in the past. Why not now?

TOBY DRUIN, ’53, WAXAHACHIE, TEXAS

I had so many adventures in my life. And it all began at Amarillo High School.

I graduated from Amarillo High School at the City Auditorium on the night of June 1,
1953. I have a photo of me receiving my diploma from Charles M Rogers, AISD
Superintendent of Schools. I have been told that our Class of 1953 was the largest in Texas
that year.

I loved AHS. My three years there prepared me for a great life. I found the love of my life,
Larra Rodgers, there and we had almost 55 wonderful years together. Larra died in 2008.
We were blessed with three daughters, six grandchildren and now, 11 greats. The Lord
also blessed me with a second wife, Vicki Graham, whom I met at First Baptist Church of
Waxahachie. We are preparing for a 15th anniversary trip to Hawaii as I write this
article.

Baseball was my passion while I was at AHS. I was the starting catcher all three years,
made first team all-district every year and was named first team all-state in 1953 when we
placed second in the state finals.

I gave up a scholarship at SMU to get married to Larra and signed a contract with the St.
Louis Browns to play professional baseball. That fall the Browns franchise was moved to
Baltimore. The following spring I joined 300-400 other major league wannabees for
training in Thomasville, Ga. My hopes for a baseball career ended in the third week of
camp when I tore a tendon in my rotator cuff. Instead of a trip to the big leagues, I got
$28.00 for bus fare home. I hitch-hiked instead.

Two years later, while working in the credit department of a farm machinery firm, I got a
phone call from Putt Powell who told me there was an opening for a sports writer on the
Globe-News sports staff, if I was interested.

Putt's phone call led to a 56-year career in journalism. I worked for the Amarillo papers
twice, in 1956 and 1962-'63, and at the Borger News Herald and Wichita Falls Record-
News and while in college at Wayland Baptist University and Baylor University, I worked
for the Plainview Daily Herald and the Waco News-Tribune.
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I left the Amarillo Daily News in February 1963 to enroll at Wayland because I had
surrendered my life for full-time Christian service. At first, I thought it would lead to a
career in church music, but soon realized God wanted me in religious journalism. I moved
from Wayland to Baylor because Baylor offered a course sequence in religious journalism.

While a student at Baylor, I joined the public relations staff and upon graduation in 1966
was named first director of the Baylor News Service. However, that fall I became associate
editor of the Biblical Recorder, the Baptist paper for North Carolina.

I spent seven years in North Carolina before becoming first editor of news services for the
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board in Atlanta. Three years later, in 1976, I became
associate editor of the Texas Baptist Standard and in 1996 was named editor of the paper.

I was fortunate to travel over much of the world during my career. I was among those
chipping away at the Berlin Wall in November 1989 and have walked along a portion of
the Great Wall of China. I have seen a lot of Southeast Asia, Europe and portions of
Central and South America.

I retired after three years as editor of the Standard, but in 2003 began producing a
monthly tabloid, Cowboy Times, for the American Fellowship of Cowboy Churches.

I had a great career in journalism, 46 of them in religious journalism, and could not have
had more fun.

TERRY GAY PUCKETT, ’56, SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS

Ronald (Ronnie) Hines, class of ’56, lived around the corner from me. We were friends at
Wolflin Elementary, and what I remember most was his love of comic books. We used to
trade, but he had a huge collection and mine was meager, since my parents preferred that
I read real books. Who would have guessed that he would become a West Point Mule
Rider, a hero in the war, and one of the first to die in Vietnam. His picture was on the
cover of Life Magazine. We are all proud of him and elated that he will be memorialized
by having the equestrian center at West Point named Hines Arena. Yea Ronnie!!!

I stay involved in the San Antonio community, study Spanish, and teach T’ai Chi Chih at
Lion’s Field, a senior center. My favorite art alliance is the San Antonio Art League and
Museum. We are fortunate to have great museums here. I would like to send a big hug to
all Sandies, especially those I knew in the “Good Old Days”. I will always love and miss
Amarillo.
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GLEN BROSIER, 54, AMARILLO, TEXAS

I retired from the financial Business in 2015. I still live in Amarillo. My wife, Catherine
Ann “Kay” Wagner Brosier, died in 2002. She was in the Class of 1955.
I still miss her dearly.

Thank you to all the people who keep the AHS 50™ Alumni Association going!

SLOANE CITRON. ’74, MENLO PARK., CALIFORNIA

If I let you in on a little secret, I hope you will let it slide: I didn’t actually go to AHS. I’m
sure I would have had a wonderful experience there, but life took me down a different
path. I grew up on Hayden Street with my father, Ralph, an orthopedic surgeon; my
mother, Josephine, the concertmaster of the Amarillo Symphony; and my older siblings,
Shelley and Dan. When I was 12, my gifted violinist mother left to join the Chicago
Symphony. With her departure our family life unraveled, and I ended up going away to
Phillips Academy Andover, the oldest and most renowned prep school in the country.

Still, my heart never left Amarillo. I had a tight circle of friends from Wolflin and Austin
Junior High—many of whom I’m still close with today (I count about 60 Amarillo friends
on Facebook!). They welcomed me to “our” reunions, and each one has been more special
than the last. So, while I may not be an official classmate, I’ve always felt like a grateful
guest member of the class.

After Andover, I graduated from Claremont McKenna College near Los Angeles, went on
to Harvard for graduate school, and then to Stanford Graduate School of Business. I’ve
been fortunate to have a long and rewarding career as a magazine publisher, founding,
and selling three successful companies.

For most of my adult life, I’ve lived in Menlo Park, near Stanford University---the
hometown of Facebook----where my wife, Judy, and I raised our four children. Three of
them live nearby, while our youngest, Jacob, made his life in Israel. He studied there,
became a citizen, and served in the Israeli Air Force. We now keep a home in Tel Aviv,
right near the beach, and I visit often since so much of my family is there.

So far, Judy and I have been blessed with nine grandchildren---all six and under! It has
been, as many of you know, an incredible joy. I’m deeply proud that all of our children
live authentic Jewish lives and are committed to passing that heritage to the next
generation.

Even though I no longer have family in Amarillo, I return every year. It’s where my roots
are, and where I ground myself. I love walking the brick streets of my old neighborhood
and listening to the cicadas sing. But no matter what, I’ll always be a Sandie at heart.
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Let me add that I greatly appreciate your work and effort on behalf of the AHS Alumni
Association. Thank you!

THOMAS SANDERS., ’69, AMARILLO, TEXAS

I entered the US Navy Sea Bees after I graduated from high school. I served in Vietnam
until the end of the war. I then transferred to the US Army and retired from the US
Army as Chief Warrant Officer. I moved back to Amarillo and worked at Amarillo
College until retirement.

OBITUARIES..................

1942

Gaynor VanShaw Guleke died 8-8-2025 in Amarillo

https://www.boxwellbrothers.com/obituaries/gaynor-guleke
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CLASS OF 1949

Jerry Gene Frisbie died 7-27-2025, in Amarillo

https://lichthousefunerals.com/obituaries/jerry-gene-frisbie/

CLASS OF 1951

Conde Marie George White died 8-30-2025, in
Amarillo.

https://www.boxwellbrothers.com/obituaries/conde-white
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CLASS OF 1951 (cont.)

Carolyn “Sue” Allston Merriman died 8-26-2025, in
Amarillo

https://www.boxwellbrothers.com/obituaries/carolyn-merriman

CLASS OF 1953

Percy Everett Reid died 9-5-2025, in Amarillo

https://www.schoolerfuneralhome.com/obituaries/percy-reid-jr
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CLASS OF 1953(cont.)

James Curtis “Jim” Boyce died 9-20-2025 In Amarillo

https://www.boxwellbrothers.com/obituaries/james-jim-boyce

CLASS OF 1958

Picture Not Available Virginia Marshall Jones-Gatlin died 9-8-2025, in
Amarillo.

https://www.echovita.com/us/obituaries/tx/amarillo/virginia-gatlin-20290086

Judith Ann Ginn Stubblefield died 6=1-2025, in
Lubbock, TX

https://www.amarillo.com/obituaries/paco1194792
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CLASS OF 1960

Rex Lee Smith died 9-11-2025, in Amarillo

https://www.boxwellbrothers.com/obituaries/rex-smith

CLASS OF 1962

Kerrville, TX

https://www.robertsonfuneral.com/obituaries/linda-heckman-3/obituary

Linda Ann Rudder Heckman died 7-4-2025 in
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CLASS OF 1963

Jerry Strum Beeman died 8-20-2025 in Amarillo

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/name/jerry-beeman-obituary?id=59258986

CLASS OF 1965

Kenneth David “Dave” Bartlow died 9-1-2025 in Amarillo

https://www.boxwellbrothers.com/obituaries/kenneth-bartlow
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CLASS OF 1966

Gary Arthur died 1-3.0-2025 in Amarillo

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/amarillo-tx/gary-l-arthur-12224197

CLASS OF 1968

Larry Lee Wilder died 7-28-2025 in Amarillo

https://www.schoolerfuneralhome.com/obituaries/larry-wilder
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CLASS OF 1971

C Donna Hix Roquemore died 8-9-2025
in Longview, TX.

https://www.jimerson-lipsey.com/obituary/donna-roquemore

CLASS OF 1973

Weldon Conyers died 7-17-2025 in Amarillo

https://www.ggmortuary.com/obituary/Weldon-Conyers
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CLASS OF 1975

Vickie Marie Welborn Nation died 8-8-2025 in
Amarillo

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/name/vicki-marie-nation-obituary?id=59121085

MEMORIALS
DONOR MEMORIAL
Robert Smith Doris Chesser Epps-Smith
Barbara Hines Garner Ronnie Hines
Barbara Hines Garner Bill Sorelle
DONOR HONORARIUM
Sloane Citron Michael Foust
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Membership/Renewal Form

AHS 50" Alumni Association
P.O. Box 7146, Amarillo, TX 79114

ahs50thalumiassociation@agmail.com

The AHS 50" Alumni Association is active in promoting fellowship
among graduates of the finest school anywhere—Amarillo High School.
People really do enjoy hearing from the old gang and our bi-monthly
publication is the surest way to get regular updates. Please share your membership info with
fellow Sandies who are not members.

First Name Last Name in High School Married Name (Ladies) Class

Spouse Name Last Name in High School Married Name (Ladies) Class
(Only if AHS) (Only if AHS)

Address City State Zip Home Phone

Cell Phone E-mail Address

Annual Dues (due January 1, each year): Single Dues $10.00 __ Couple’s Dues $15.00
DONATIONS

Amarillo High School 50™ Alumni Association, Inc. is a 501c3 corporation,

Tax Id # 75-2597825. Donations may be tax deductible. (Consult with your accountant)

DONATIONS MAY BE MADE IN HONOR OF SOMEONE ALIVE OR IN MEMORY OF SOMEONE

DECEASED (Attach the Memorial/Honorarium form or list on back of this form)

SCHOLARSHIPS: GENERAL $ KEN KOHLER $ Gary Biggers $
ART RESTORATION FUND $

HALL OF HONOR SCHOLARSHIP & MAINTENANCE FUND $

(Honoring Sandies who served and/or died in the U.S. military)

POLK STREET SCHOOLS HISTORICAL MARKER $
SANDIE SPIRIT PUBLICATION FUND (To help Keep Our Dues Low) $

(Mail check & this form to the address at top of this page) TOTAL ENCLOSED $

NOW, WHY DON’T YOU WRITE A NOTE TO THE EDITOR telling classmates where you have
been and what you have been doing? You know how you enjoy hearing from your friends.
They, too, would like some news—FROM YOU!! Mail your story to the address on the
Membership Registration Page. (Room to write on next page)
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THIS PAGE GIVES YOU ROOM TO WRITE YOUR STORY!

Name (Please Include Maiden Name)

Class City _State

Mail to:

AHS 50" Alumni Association, P.O. Box 7146, Amarillo, TX 79114
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AHS 50t Alumni Association

P.O. Box 7146, Amarillo, TX 79114

AHS50thalumniassociation@gmail.com

MEMORIAL/HONORARIUM FORM

Your First Name Last Name in High School Married Name (Ladies) Class
Address City State Zip
In Memory Honor of AHS Class

Please send an acknowledgement to:

Name

Address

AMARILLO HIGH SCHOOL 50™ ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, INC is a 501c3 corporation,
Tax Id # 75-2597825. Donations may be tax deductible. (Consult with your accountant)

Scholarships: General $ Ken Kohler Gary Biggers$

Hall of Honor Scholarship & Maintenance Fund $
(Honoring those Sandies who served and/or died in the U.S. military)

Art Restoration Fund $

Polk Street Schools Historical Marker $

Sandie Spirit Publication Fund (To help Keep Our Dues Low) $
TOTAL ENCLOSED $

(Mail check & this form to the following address):

AHS 50t Alumni Association, P.O. Box 7146, Amarillo, TX 79114

23|Page



mailto:AHS50thalumniassociation@gmail.com

FROM

Amarillo High School 50th Alumni
Association, Inc.

P.O. Box 7146

Amarillo, TX 79114

TO:

YOUR CLASSMATES WANT TO KNOW WHAT YOU
HAVE BEEN DOING AND WHAT YOU REMEMBER FROM

HIGH SCHOOL. SEND IN YOUR STORY, NOW! SEE
PAGE 22
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